
Intervention materials 

The Mathematics Mastery ‘catch-up’ programme materials include: 

 

 Teachers’ guide 

 ‘catch-up’ programme materials 

 

There are ten components in the Mathematics Mastery ‘catch-up’ programme: 

 Counting procedures 

 Counting principles 

 Reading and writing numbers 

 Place value 

 Ordinal numbers 

 Word problem solving 

 Making connections (Concrete—pictorial—abstract) 

 Derived fact strategies 

 Estimation 

 Number bonds 

 

It is not expected that pupils who find that there are barriers to learning a mathematical concept 

will need to complete all of the components in the programme. Teachers should select the 

component/s that will support pupils to overcome their barriers to learning, considering them as 

separate interventions rather than a progression of interventions.  

 

When will the sessions take place? 

The Mathematics Mastery ‘catch-up’ programme is most effective when intervention sessions 

take place daily outside the maths lesson for around 10 minutes.  

The activities can be led by teachers or teaching assistants with either individual pupils or small 

groups of pupils. Planning and feedback must be shared either orally or written to ensure all 

adults are up to date with pupils’ progress including any areas for further development and 

consolidation. 

 

How should I use the materials? 

The following pages in this document provide further information about the content and layout of 

the ‘catch-up’ programme materials to support adults with accessing and using the materials. 



Teacher guide 

Each teacher guide includes: 

  

  

  

  

Information about the targeted 

intervention including:  

 problems pupils may experience that 
cause barriers to learning 

 an overview of the ‘catch-up’ 
programme for the targeted 
intervention 

 generic suggestions for supporting 
pupils experiencing difficulties with 
grasping mathematical concepts 

 task ideas for developing pupils’ 
working memory. 

A flow chart to illustrate the progression of 

learning for the targeted intervention. 

A planning and feedback sheet for adults 

to use to record progress and share 

information between the class teacher and 

the teaching assistant.  

These pages include: 

the focus for the intervention, 

an overview of the focus, 

key learning for the focus, 

vocabulary 

suggested resources required  



Intervention task plans 

Each task plan includes: 

 A detailed guide for one task. 

 

A bank of task ideas that focus on the key area of learning 

 



How to use the planning guides 

Each intervention plan should take place for 10-15 minutes. They should be pacy and interactive. 

Each task plan is presented like this: 

 

Focus for 

learning and 

the specific 

learning for the 

task. 

Vocabulary 

This is the list of words 

adults and pupils are 

expected to understand 

and use accurately. 

Resources 

This is a list of 

recommended 

resources for 

the suggested 

tasks. 

About the maths 

In this section you will 

find information about 

the importance of the 

concept pupils are 

learning, ways in which 

pupils can develop their 

understanding ,or 

misconceptions that 

pupils may have when 

learning this concept. 

Getting started 

This is a short adult-led 

activity that introduces 

pupils to the key 

learning.  

This should only last for 

2-3 minutes. 

Task for pupils 

This task allows pupils to 

explore the key learning 

and demonstrate their 

understanding. The task 

should be completed 

more independently by 

pupils and adult 

intervention should be 

minimal.  

This should last for 4-6 

minutes.  

Deepening 

understanding 

This part of the 

intervention session 

allows pupils to progress 

in their learning and 

explore the concept in 

greater depth.  

This part of the session 

should last for 2-3 

minutes. 



How to use the bank of task ideas 

Intervention tasks should be planned taking into consideration the individual pupils’ needs. 

Additional task ideas are provided to support adults with planning alternative tasks for pupils 

who do not grasp the concepts through the main task planned. 

Each task plan is presented like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The alternative tasks planned are designed to cater for different needs and interests. 

For example,  there are suggested tasks for taking the learning outdoors or in a larger learning 

area such as a hall and the abacus has been recommended to enable pupils to approach learning 

using a different resource. 

There are also several tasks that have been planned and recommended by our partner schools 

who have been involved with the development of the materials. 

 

 

Focus for 

learning and 

the specific 

learning for the 

task. 

Resources 

A list of suggested 

resources required for 

the task. 

Suggested task 

A  heading and an 

overview of an 

alternative task. 


