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Who are we?

Grown out of Ark, one of the highest performing Multi Academy Trusts 
in the UK, our team of well researched and highly skilled educational 
designers and trainers guide teachers and their pupils towards subject 
mastery.

Our mission is to empower teachers to give every young person, 
regardless of their background, the subject knowledge and skills that will 
allow them to succeed.

Curriculum
We believe that great curriculum 
design and delivery leads to 
improved teaching and learner 
outcomes, which impacts positively 
on children’s life chances.

Mastery
Evidence shows that pupils make 
more progress when they have 
been equipped to master a subject. 
They do this by understanding its 
fundamental concepts in sufficient 
depth that they can apply subject 
knowledge in unfamiliar contexts.

Development
Our commitment is to empower 
and equip schools to provide 
high-quality subject teaching, 
through curriculum collaboration 
and integrated professional 
development, in order to develop 
young people’s subject mastery.

Why Ark Curriculum Plus works

Our connection with Ark gives us our experience and our specialist 
expertise, earned while we developed and taught subject curricula across 
our own network of 38 successful academies in the UK.

Our curriculum programmes have been proven to:

→ have a positive impact on pupil progress and attainment
→ deepen pupils’ understanding of key concepts
→ engage pupils and increase their enjoyment of lessons
→ make more impactful use of teacher time
→ drive change and improve teaching

Our partner schools are supported 
every step of the way. We believe 
in working with schools to enable 
systematic, long-term change to 
happen from within. Through 
improved subject knowledge, 
pedagogic content knowledge, 
curriculum and lesson design 
and formative assessment, we 
enable teachers to make informed 
adaptations to ensure all lessons 
are right for the children in their 
particular class.

Our programmes are kept fresh 
with innovation and improvement, 
informed by evidence derived from 
world-leading educational research 
and feedback from our partner 
schools.

A game changer! Expectations 
raised across the board for 
pupils and staff! The curriculum 
has been strategically developed 
with each unit building 
on knowledge, skill and 
understanding.” 
Fiona Chapman, Principal at Ark 
Dickens Primary Academy
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The History & Geography 
Mastery programme

The History & Geography Mastery programme is already having 
an impact in our partner schools across the UK, improving the 
quality of teaching and learning.

Specifically designed for UK classrooms, the programme offers:

→ A well sequenced and interlinked KS1 and KS2 history and geography  
curriculum

→ A full suite of classroom planning and delivery resources
→ Integrated professional development and subject knowledge support

Take a look at our complete unit overview at bit.ly/sci-hist-geog

You can find our programme pricing on page 12.

Teachers in our partner schools repeatedly tell 
us what a difference our programme is making:

A game changer! Expectations raised across the board for pupils and 
staff! The curriculum has been strategically developed with each unit 
building on knowledge, skill and understanding. The content and 
layout of the workbooks makes them easily navigable for every pupil. 
Teachers have ownership over their lessons through the ability to 
adapt the resources to allow personal scaffolding or challenge for each 
individual. The full roll out of the programme across Ark Dickens has 
been eagerly anticipated and enthusiastically received by all.”
Fiona Chapman | Principal at Ark Dickens Primary Academy

“The programme has opened up our teachers to a whole new way of 
thinking and brought a brand new energy to our classrooms. The 
curriculum resources are rich in knowledge and vocabulary and the 
supporting resources are so well designed that our teachers are now 
freed up within their planning and prep time to focus more on how to 
bring the curriculum to life. They can now think about how to provoke 
thought, enquiry and discussion.”
Glenn Prior | Deputy Head Teacher at Ark John Archer Primary Academy

“This approach has unleashed an excitement for learning here at John 
Archer, not just for the children, but also for the staff. The intellectual 
preparation gives staff time to reflect, to ask questions and delve 
deeper into how the knowledge is to be imparted to the pupils. What 
Ark Curriculum Plus has really done has enriched our pupils with 
facts they can apply. They now want to show off what they know, not 
just in the quizzes, but also in their writing.”
Moira Cruddas  |  Principal at Ark John Archer Primary Academy

Are you also looking for a comprehensive  
mastery programme for science?

Our History & Geography Mastery programme has been designed 
to work effectively alongside our Science Mastery programme for 
a consistent whole-school approach to teaching these subjects. 
Our curriculum design team have developed all three curriculum 
sequences with subject integrity at the heart of learning, but 
where meaningful cross-curricular links are beneficial to your 
pupils’ understanding we have embedded them into the curriculum 
providing a rich learning experience.

See page 14 to find out more.

Visit our website to hear more about the positive impact  
History & Geography Mastery has had in other primary schools:  
www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/case-studies
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Our approach

All our Mastery programmes 
are written by teachers for 
teachers. You can be certain that 
they work in the classroom as 
every programme is thoroughly 
tests both within the Ark Academy 
Trust and with schools outside  
our trust. 

History & Geography Mastery 
provides you with a knowledge-
rich, comprehensive curriculum 
that has been strategically 
sequenced to ensure a broad and 
effective learning experience for 
your pupils. All of the units of 
work are underpinned by a clear 
rationale and conceptual rigour. 
Where connections are meaningful, 
links between the subjects have 
been embedded to ensure pupils 
gain a rich understanding from 
both a historical and geographical 
perspective.

We regularly collect feedback on 
each unit of the Science Mastery 
programme from teachers using 
the curriculum in their school. 
We then update, improve and 
develop the programme to ensure 
every unit is effective, easy to 
implement and engaging for 
everyone.

The Dimensions of Depth

Our curriculum is underpinned by the dimensions of depth – which 
together enable pupils to develop deep understanding of the subject.
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Factual 
and 

conceptual 
understanding

Enquiry  
skills Language 

and 
Communication

Application of 
knowledge  
and skills

Acquire accurate factual geographical 
and historical knowledge. Develop 
historical conceptual understanding 
of evidence, interpretation, cause and 
consequence, change and continuity and 
significance. Understand the conditions, 
processes and interactions that explain 
geographical features, patterns and 
changes over time and space.

Apply skills in observing, 
collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and communicating historical 
and geographical information

Communicate historical findings 
and geographical processes and 
interactions in a sequenced, 
coherent manner, both in verbal 
and written form.

Develop historical and 
geographical enquiry skills that 
expose pupils to key questions 
and gives them the opportunity 
to ask their own questions.



What do I get when  
I join the programme?

The History & Geography Mastery  
curriculum

The History & Geography Mastery curriculum contains 5 units of work within 
each year group, covering a mixture of history and geography topics. 

Planning guidance

Each unit in the History & Geography Mastery curriculum contains 
comprehensive teaching support for all teachers.
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Unit Overview 
 Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 
Lesson 1 
 
What was London like in 
1666? 

London was very different in 1666: 
 King Charles II was monarch. 
 London Bridge was the only river crossing. 
 Buildings were made from wood and streets were very narrow. 
 There was no electricity. Candlelight was used instead of electric lights. There were no phones, computers, ovens, 

or internet. 
 The only transportation was on foot, by horse or by boat. 
 London did not have a fire brigade. 

 bustling 
 landmarks 
 buildings 
 transport 

 technology 
 electricity 
 fire brigade 
 fire hooks 

Lesson 2 
 
What were the key 
events of the Great Fire 
of London? 

 The fire started on Sunday 2nd September 1666 at a bakery in Pudding Lane. 
 Strong winds kept the fire spreading and it was difficult to stop. 
 The fire destroyed most of the city, including  
 The flames were eventually put out on Thursday 6th September 1666.  . 
 Thousands of people were left homeless. Although only six deaths were recorded, it is thought that more people lost 

their lives. 
 

 bakery 
 spark 
 destruction 
 blaze 

 Lord Mayor 
 possessions 
 gunpowder 
 fire-breaks 

Lesson 3 
 
How do we know so 
much about the Great 
Fire of London? 
 

 In 1666, there were no smart phones, cameras, televisions or internet. 
 Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn wrote about the Great Fire of London in their diaries. 
 The diaries are important sources of evidence. 
 The diaries tell us what life was like in London in the 1660s and the impact the Great Fire of London had on people 

at the time. 

 diary 
 portrait 
 eyewitness 
 sources 

 evidence 
 quills 
 ink 

Lesson 4 
 
Why did the fire spread 
so quickly? 

 Houses in 1666 were made mostly from wood so they burned easily. 
 Many people kept goods such as tar, oil and brandy in their homes, which were highly flammable. 
 Houses were close together and streets were narrow. 
 There had been a long summer of drought, which made buildings combustible. 
 The windy weather spread the flames quickly. 
 There was no fire brigade. 

 flammable 
 goods 
 tar 
 oil 

 brandy 
 drought 
 combustible 
 quench 

Lesson 5 
 
What damage did the 
fire cause? 

 The fire destroyed 80% of the City of London. 
 The most famous building to be destroyed  
 Many Londoners lost their houses and became homeless. 
 Homeless Londoners took shelter outside the City. 
 We do not know exactly how many people died in the fire. 

 damaged 
 destroyed 
 homeless 
 slums 
 unstable 
 ruins 
 fled 

 shelter 
 temporary 
 injuries 
 disease 
 trauma 
 victims 
 recover 

Lesson 6 
 
How did London change 
after the fire? 

 After the Fire, King Charles II and the government wanted to rebuild London 
 London needed to be rebuilt as quickly as possible so that people had somewhere to live and could restart their 

businesses. 
 London was rebuilt on its old street layout but with improvements. 
 Sir Christopher Wren  

 

 rebuild 
 prevent 
 opportunity 
 layout 

 improvements 
 designed 
 solution 

Curriculum Overview
A curriculum overview grid 
clearly outlines the sequence 
of learning and topics covered 
within each year group.

Planning Guidance
Detailed planning guidance features 
links to prior learning, key knowledge 
and vocabulary, learning outcomes 
and assessment opportunities for
every unit. 

Lesson Plans
Step-by-step lesson plans support 
teachers to deliver outstanding history 
and geography teaching.

Unit tutorials 
Unit tutorials are integrated 
throughout the programme 
to improve teacher subject 
knowledge and pedagogical 
expertise.

Available from  
Year 1 to Year 6

Each unit covers approximately 6 weeks 
of learning, with all the planning, 
teaching and pupil resources, subject 
knowledge, and comprehensive 
professional development needed to 
support you to teach the unit. 

Our new MyMastery learning platform 
is at the heart of our programme – 
offering easy ‘anytime, anywhere’ access 
to the full suite of History & Geography 
Mastery content.
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Powerpoint slides
Time-saving pre-prepared 
powerpoint slides are included for 
each lesson.

Pupil workbooks 
A workbook for each unit motivates 
pupils to learn and complete their 
learning journey record.

Pupil knowledge organisers
A subject knowledge organiser is 
provided for every topic for pupils to 
refer back to throughout the unit. 

Pupil resources
All additional resources 
and hand-outs required for 
each lesson are provided as 
editable documents. 

Lesson resources

Our suite of lesson resources (whether front of class, individual or 
group resources) are fully editable and can be customised to suit the 
needs of your class.  

What is global citizenship?
A global citizen is someone who is aware of and understands the 
wider world and their place in it. They take an active role in their 
community, and work with others to make our planet more equal, 
fair and sustainable. Global citizenship is about each global citizen 
maintaining values and an understanding that even though we live 
in one country, for example the UK, the global issues we learn about 
affect all of us. In the following lessons in this unit, you will learn 
about some of the challenges the world is facing. As you engage 
with this learning, you will discover that we can all make a 
difference.

R
eadHow does climate influence the way land is 

used?

Key Knowledge:
• A global citizen is someone who is aware of and 

understands the wider world and their place in it.
• Climate is the average weather conditions in a 

place for long period of time. (30 years or more)
• There are approximately five types of climate: 

polar, temperate, continental, tropical and dry. 
• There are three main types of land use: agricultural 

land, forest land and urban land. 
• Climate changes such as rise in temperature and 

increase in rainfall can affect how we use land.

Key Words:
• global citizen
• climate
• climate zones
• agricultural land
• urban land
• forest land
• climate change

This Session

Global Challenges
Year 6, Unit 2, Session 1

3

Key Words

bakery Place that makes bread, cakes etc. 

combustible Able to catch fire and burn easily

destruction Wiping out something so it cannot be fixed

diary A book that people write about their lives in

drought A period of low rainfall, making it very dry

eyewitness A person who has seen something happen first hand

fire brigade People trained to put out fires 

fire breaks A gap that stops fire spreading to nearby buildings 

fire hooks Long pole with a hook, used to pull down walls and ceilings

flammable Easily set on fire 

gunpowder Explosive powder used to blow things up

possessions Things that belong to people

quench Put out a fire

Knowledge Organiser The Great Fire of London 

The Great Fire of London

Over 350 years ago, in 1666, 
a fire broke out at a bakery in 
Pudding Lane, London. 

The fire raged for four days 
and nights and led to the 
destruction of the city of 
London. It is known as the 
Great Fire of London. 

Significant People

 

King Charles II Sir Christopher 
Wren

King during the 
Great Fire of 
London. 

Architect who  
designed the new  
St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Samuel Pepys John Evelyn

Eyewitnesses of the fire, Samuel Pepys  
and John Evelyn wrote diaries describing 
what happened. 

Key Events

How the Fire Spread

Sunday 2nd 
September 1666 
Around 1am the fire 
started in a bakery 
on Pudding Lane.  
It spread quickly. 

Monday 3rd 
September 1666 
The fire blazed 
through the south 
of the city. People 
tried to escape. 

Wednesday 5th 
September 1666 
The wind died down 
and the fire lost 
strength.  

Tuesday 4th 
September 1666  
The fire reached 
its peak. St Paul’s 
Cathedral was 
destroyed. 

Thursday 6th 
September 1666  
The last of the 
flames were 
eventually  
put out.  

Key
 Sunday 2nd September

 Monday 3rd September

 Tuesday 4th/Wednesday 5th September

 

   
 

Session 4 Lesson Resource                         Year 1, Unit 2 History: Toys in Time   

Old or New? Flashcards 
Print these flashcards for pupils to sort.  
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Discovery box cards 
Exciting discovery box cards introduce 
pupils to each new topic and provide 
additional activities that can be used 
for extension and/or homework.

© 2020 Ark Curriculum Plus

smoke  
bakery
burning
Pudding Lane

Samuel Pepys
River Thames
fire
escaping

flames
heat
diary
flammable

Great Fire Wordsearch

How many of the words listed below can you find? 

 

© 2020 Ark Curriculum Plus

Bake your own bread! 

Ingredients:
500g granary, whole-wheat  
or white bread flour
7g sachet fast-action  
dried yeast
1 tsp salt
2 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp clear honey

The Great Fire of London started at the King’s bakery  
in Pudding Lane, London. 

Method:
1. Tip the flour, yeast and salt into a large bowl and mix together 

with your hands. 

2. Stir 300ml warm water with the oil and honey, then stir the 
liquid into the dry ingredients to make a soft dough. 

3. Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured surface and knead for  
5 minutes, until the dough no longer feels sticky. (Sprinkle more 
flour onto the dough if you need to.)

4. Oil a loaf tin and put the dough in the tin, pressing it evenly.

5. Put the tin in a large plastic food bag and leave to rise for 1 hour 
until the dough has risen. 

6. Heat the oven to 200oc/180oc fan/gas mark 6.

7. Make slashes across the top of the loaf with a knife.  
(Be careful with sharp knives and ask an adult to help you).

8. Bake for 30–35 minutes until the loaf is risen and golden.

9. Tip it out onto a cooling rack and leave to cool.

10. Cut into slices, spread with your favourite topping and enjoy!

© 2020 Ark Curriculum Plus
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Welcome to your Discovery Box
Here you will find an array of exciting activities and fun facts 
to prepare you for your next Unit of Study.

Within this box you will find:

• knowledge organiser

• fun facts and information

• craft activities

• puzzles and games

• suggestions for visits and days out

• a recommendation of books to look for in the library

We hope you find these activities engaging and entertaining 
but most of all that they make you curious to learn more.

Classroom posters
Colourful posters support 
teaching and learning for 
each unit.

Isatou Ceesay
Isatou Ceesay is a Gambian activist, popularly referred 
to as the ‘Queen of Recycling’. She started a recycling 
movement called One Plastic Bag. Ceesay aims to  
educate people about recycling and how we need  
to reduce the amount of waste that is created.

Im
age: L
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George Stephenson
The first trains were called locomotives and were powered by steam. 
George Stephenson invented the first passenger locomotive. It took 
450 people 25 miles, from Darlington to Stockton and travelled at  
15 miles per hour.

Syria
Since the Syrian civil war officially began in 2011, about 
5.6 million Syrians have become refugees, and another 6.2 
million people have been displaced within Syria. Nearly 
12 million people in Syria need humanitarian assistance. 
At least half of the people affected by the Syrian refugee 
crisis are children.



Also available

Science Mastery 
A comprehensive science programme written and developed alongside 
history and geography. Implement all three subjects across your school to 
benefit from  meaningful cross-curricular links.

Find out more: bit.ly/primary-science-mastery

ADD SCIENCE AND SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 5%

Science, History & Geography Mastery packages

KS1 £655.50

KS2 £1,140

Whole School (KS1 & 2) £1,710

Choose the package that’s right for your school

Our friendly partnerships team will be happy to talk you through the 
programmes and help you decide on the right approach and package 
for your school.

To book a demo, or sign up for a free trial, contact us on:
E: partnerships@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk
T: 020 3116 6363

Or book a call online at
www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/book-a-demo
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History & Geography 
Mastery Pricing 
We are a non-profit organisation.

The schools that we work with are charged a financial contribution 
which goes towards delivering and developing the programmes. 
An outline of our pricing structure is below – but do get in touch to 
receive a quote for your specific setting.

History & Geography Mastery subscription packages

Price

KS1 £345

KS2 £600

Whole School (KS1 & 2) SAVE £45! £900

History & Geography Mastery renewal prices

Renewal Price

KS1 £172.50

KS2 £300

Whole School (KS1 & 2) £450

Are you already an Ark Curriculum Plus 
Mathematics Mastery partner school?

You can upgrade to the complete Primary Mastery package 
now, ahead of launch.

We are now offering all of our current Primary Mathematics Mastery 
partner schools the option to add Science, History & Geography 
Mastery into their school curriculum. As part of an extended pilot 
programme, you will get early access to the complete curriculum and 
all resources for a special early access price of £900. 

If you are interested in upgrading please contact our Partnerships 
Team at: partnerships@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk.

Printed editions of the workbooks are available to purchase separately, 
contact info@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk for information.



The complete range of  
Primary Mastery Programmes

Find out more and download your free sample  
bit.ly/maths-mastery

Find out more and download your free sample  
bit.ly/primary-science-mastery

Find out more and download your free sample  
bit.ly/hist-geog-mastery

Choose the package that’s right for your school

Our friendly partnerships team will be happy to talk you through the 
programmes and help you decide on the right approach and package 
for your school.

To book a demo, or sign up for a free trial, contact us on:
E: partnerships@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk
T: 020 3116 6363

Or book a call online at  
www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/book-a-demo
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The Yellow Building 
1 Nicholas Road 
London
W11 4A

020 3116 6363 
info@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk
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